


REVIEWING G[ORC 4101 G861
EVERYTHING WE COVERED IN THE PREVIOUS SESSTON .IN UNDER FIFTEEN MINUTES
OUR GOAL LAST TIME WAS T0
ABLISH CONTEXT. ..

ORIENTATION

THE LAY OF THE LAND
ENVIRONMENT

TOPOGRAPHY. CLIMATE. S01LS
WINEMAKING

T00LS, TECANTQUES, CHALLENGES

HISTORY & CULTURE

APOCRYPHA, BIG-H, LITTLE-H, CuLTuRE (e GEORGIAL0T

CONTEXT IN THE CRADLE OF WINE
_ & Y. .

(&)



WINES o

WHERE 15 GEORGLA, ANYWAY?
N

SHORT ANSWER: TTS THE FULCRUM BETWEEN EASTERN EURDPE & WESTERN ASTA

GEORGIA BORDERS.. ..
RUSSIA TO THE NORTH,
THE BLACK SEATO THE WEST,
TURKEY TO THE SOUTHWEST, AND
ARMENIA & AZERBALJAN TO THE SOUTHEAST

THIS 5 NOT THE QUIETEST NEIGHBORHOOD,
GEOPOLITICALLY SPEAKING!

POPULATION: 3. MILLION
AREA: §9.00KM2*

%) BIT BIGGER THAN W VIRGINTA, A BTT SMALLER THAN IRELAND



THE LAND

50 MANY MOUNTAINS!
09% OF TOTAL LAND AREA TS MOUNTAINOUS

50 MANY RIVERS!
3 MAJOR RIVER BASINS (ALAZANT, T0RT, RIONT)
100S OF SMALLER TRIBUTARTES

‘-; TS
o e -
s &#1 3&3?;;:.,.

50 MANY BIOMES!
}TVERYTHING FROM SUBTROPICAL = =g
B RAINFORESTS TO AKID DESERTS T) S
ALPINE GLACLERS
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THE CLIMATE (I GENERAL)

0 20 40km
20 40 rm

RUSSIA

TURKEY

[N THE COASTAL AND WESTERN AREAS (ZONE 1), CLLMATE 15 SUBTROPICAL
—> MODERATE TEMPERATURES — THANKS, BLACK SEA! ~ AND PLENTIFUL RAIN

MOVING EAST (ZONE #12), THE (IMAT £ BECOMES CONTINENTAL
—> HOT AND DRY. .. SOME AREAS HAVE 10% OR LESS OF THE RATNFALL SEEN TN THE WEST

[N THE HIGH MOUNTATNS (ZONES #3), (LIMATE TS TRULY ALPINE
—> VERY COLD WITH ABUNDANT SNOW, ESPECTALLY CLOSE TO GREATER CAUCASUS RANGE

*NB: MICROCLTMATIC VARIATION ABOUNDS, OFTEN RELATED T0 TOPOGRAPHY



SOME MORE CLIMATE GENERALLTLES

WETTER

DRYER

Administrative Status
. Capital
Russia
Capital of autonomies
Province Centers

(OLDER

District Centres

acha.Lechkhum
vemo/Svaneti

Kazbegi

MtRheta

Mtiangti
Black Sea 2 )

Kobuleti &
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vachafiri &

Kvemo Kar
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MACRO-REGIONS G10R61A

TODAY WE AR
FOCUSED ON THE WEST
(MORE ON THAT SHORTLY)




*Gantiadi

S0 Usakhelouri )
) Ojaleshi Orbeluri
s W.nuun Tsolikouri
Pitsunda Gudauta
) 73 //
Akhati Aton! >
L[] '."“-N—/ nak
Sokhumi Suirpai| ~ Aleksandrouli
i Tvatcheli 2 Mujurc’tu-li
Abkh ' y . Rachuli Tetra
azia Lentokhi :
Avasirkhva . >Jvart .I
Amlakhu Ochamchire : /r :‘Mmlliri\"
” n A soru svane
BAchicl ’uy e Y Rkatsiteli
" Zugdidi  Chkhorotsku Shavkapito
il ad Tavkveri
S l o Saperavi
amegrelo
Ojaleshi ® Sonski Kakheti
Chvitiluri - / Saperavi
W / Rkatsiteli
> ] Mtsvane Kakhuri
P
ot Kisi
Khikhvi
Aladasturi
Tsolikouri
.
Adjara
Chkhaveri ey
Satsuravi L]

Tsitska Meskhuri Mtsvane
. Tsolikouri Meskhuri Shavi
Krakhuna
8 Otskhanuri Sapere
Dzelshavi

Meskheti

GLORGIA
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VITICULTURE, VINIFICATION & OTHER PRACTICES OF GEORGIAN WINE

o




VITICULTURAL CHALLENGES &
RECENT DEVELOPMENTS

[N A FAMOUSLY DEEP ENDEMIC AMPELOGRAPHIC
POOL WITH MANY ENDANGERED VARIETIES..
A VIBRANT MOVEMENT IS UNDERWAY TO
FIND, REPLANT AND REPROPOGATE

THOUGH MANY OLD VINEYARDS WERE LOST IN THE

JOTH CENTURY AS WINE INDUSTRIALLZED...
REPLANTING T5 OCCURRING ALL OVER THE
COUNTRY AND OLDER STTES ARE BEING
REHABLLITATED

[N SPITE OF LITTLE INFRASTRUCTURE ...
VITICULTURAL TRAINING & KNOWLEDGE
OF BEST PRACTICES TS RAPIDLY EXPANDING
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TRADITIONAL WINEMAKING

RELTANCE ON AUTOCHTHONOUS VARTETIES
WIDESPREAD USE OF EXTENDED SKIN MACERATION
NEAR-EXCLUSTVE RELTANCE ON QVEVRI

LTMITED OR NO FILTRATION/FINING '
HNKTO HISTORICAL GEORGIAN RELTANCE ON HOME WINE MAKING
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A WORD ON QVEVRL

ORIGINS OF QVEVRI

MANUFACTURING PROCESS

DIFFERENT CLAY TECHNOLOGIES - EURDPEAN VS. GEORGIAN
CLAY TYPES

WINES of
GEORGIA



THE SOVIET LEGACY &
THE INTERNATIONAL STYLE

USE OF STEEL, DAK FOR FERMENTATION & AGING
USE OF CULTURED YEASTS AND TEMP. CONTROL
LTMITED USE OF SKIN MACERATION FOR WHTTES
FINTNG/FILTRATION COMMON

7

US OFFICE, NATIONAL WINE RGENCY, GEORGIA



GEORGIA™S WINE APOCRYPHA

ORTGIN STORIES. . A CLEAR PATTERN EMERGES
LOD'S SPECTAL STAS!
ST NIND & THE GRAPEVINE CROSS
"0Uk BLOOD TS WINE"
THE $000 VINTAGE MYSTIQUE

WINES o
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= A BHIEF REVIEW OF .
\; Sl IRIEF REVIEW OF. GEORGIA

m GEORGIAN
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GEORGIAN
CULTURE

(THE SMALL-H RISTORY)



THE LONG & SHORT OF THE BIG-H HISTORY:

WINES ot

DESPITE NOTABLE ACHIEVEMENTS. ..

(SUCH AS THE DEVELOPMENT OF ADVANCED PROTO-STATES LTKE TBERTA AND COLCHTS AS
EARLY AS RO0BCE, AND TWO DISTINCT ‘GOLDEN AGES" IN THE 12TH & 13TH CENTURTES)

 GEORGEA A ENDURED A NEAR-CONTINUOUS SERLES OF INVASIONS AU/
FROM THE $TH CENTURY BCE (ALEXANDER THE GREAT) STRAIGHT s o

THROUGH TO THE 18005, WHEN THE RUSSTANS ARRIVED




THE LAST (TUMULTUQUS) 200+ YEARS

i

13011 NT GRATION INTO RUSSTAN EMPIRE

1122 INTEGRATION INTO USSR

1IN ND N(E

1111 U\/ WAR & AFTERMATH

2006 RUSSTAN EMBARGO ON GEORGTAN WINE *
2008 BORDER WAR TN § OSSETTA (WITH RUSSTA)

%—

FLAG OF THE GEORGIAN SSR

%
‘l
‘l

MAR(H RS IN TBILISI 0

* EMBARGO LASTED UNTIL 2013 -- ETGHT YEARS TN WHICH GEORGIA LOST 90% OF ITS WINE EXPORT MARKET



WINES &
GEORGIA

TR WINE AS COMMUNITY: THE SUPRA & BEYOND
“ \¢ - RELATIVELY RECENT CUSTOM AS A FORMALTZED
' & CULTURAL EXPRESSTON,, BUT DEEPLY EMBEDDED

THREE PILLARS: HOSPITALITY, ABUNDANCE,
TOASTING

+ WINEAS RESISTANCE: GUARDING TRADITIONS
[MPORTANCE OF HOME WINEMAKING

AUTOCHTHONOUS GRAPES,
AUTOCHTHONOUS TECHNTQUES

WINE AS IDENTITY: EXPRESSING GEORGIANNESS

WHAT GEORGTAN WINES SAY ABOUT GEORGIA

P
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US OFFICENATIONAL W/NE AGENCY, BEORGIA




IMERETL AT A GLANCE

CORE REGION OF THE WEST -- 15% OF
TOTAL HECTARES PLANTED

TERRAIN: MOUNTATNS TO NORTH AND
EAST ROLKHETT PLATN N WEST, RIONT
RIVER VALLEY TN CENTER

VINEYARD ELEVATION: §0-E00M

CLIMATE: VARTED. SUBTROPTCAL IN
SOUTHWEST, GROWING DRIER FURTHER
T0 THE EAST

SO1LS: ITREMELY VARLED, MOSTLY
HEAVY CLAYS, HUMUS-RILCH FOREST
OLL TN EAST AND FERRDUBAEDSOILY ey Viawaentes: Tsourkoukr, Torrsga

10 THE WEST RAKHUNA. DIELSHAVL OTALESHL
D0S: SVIN OTSKHANURT SAPERE

WINES ot
GEORGIA



CURAATAG ANCE

ONE OF THE SMALLEST REGTONS IN
PRODUCTION TERMS, PRIMARTLY
KNOWN FOR RED WINE

TERRAIN: COASTAL LOWLANDS ON
WESTERN EDGE RISING TO MOUNTAINS
IN SOUTHEAST AND NORTH, SUPSA
RIVER TN CENTER

VINEYARD ELEVATION: 0-500M

CLIMATE: SUBTROPICAL, VERY RUMID
(WETTEST REGION TN GEORGIA)

SOILS: TRON-RICH RED CLAYS OVR -~ KpY VARTETIES: TSOLIKOURT
BASALT, SOME POCKETS OF TERRA ROSSA CHKHAVERT, ALADASTURT WINES o
AND BROWN SOTLS GEORGIA

PDOS: /A




SAM[CRHO AT A GLANCE

RUGGED, CULTURALLY-DISTINCT REGION
WITH A LONG (AND NEARLY LOST)
WINEMAKING TRADITION

TERRAIN: FLAT TOWARDS THE COAST,
RISING TO VERY RIGR MOUNTAINS IN
THE NORTH AND EAST. RIVER GORGES
AND STEEP CLIFFS ABOUND.

VINEYARD ELEVATION: 0-600M

CLIMATE: SUBTROPICAL, WET, STMILAR
10 GURTA

S01LS: TERROUS, HUMUS-RICH CLAYS IN
FLATS, ARGILO-CALCAIRE IN ThE - KEY VARTETIES: OJALESHT, CHVITILURL,

MOUNTAINS. KOLOSHT, DUDUGHUSHI
PDOS: SALKHINO OTALESHT

WINES o
GEORGIA



RA[HA AT A GLANCE

[SOLATED, MOUNTAINOUS REGION ON
GEORGIA'S NORTHERN BORDER = =

TERRAIN: DENSELY-FORESTED AND e
MOUNTAINOUS, DOMINATED BY RIONL
RIVER AND TRIBUTARY GORGES

VINEYARD ELEVATION: 400-500M+

CLIMATE: LONG, COLD WINTERS AND
SHORT, WARM (AND INCREASINGLY
RATNY) SUMMERS

SOTLS: SOME STLEX AND SAND IN
POCKETS BUT PREDOMINANTLY

LIMESTONE TO NORTH AND AT HIGHER |
FLEVATIONS - KEY VARTETIES: TSULUKIDZE TETRA,

TSOLTKOURT, TAVKVERT, ALEKSANDROULL,
MUTURETULL, OTALESHT

! White dey - Tsolikourl, Tsulub
o 83hoca - ¢ w-—v‘m-)mwaw‘»

WINES of

PDOS: KHVANCHKARA GEORGIA



N }_3@“1 SPARSELY POPULATED REGION INKED WITH
g RS ST RACHATO THE NORTHEAST

p Qo S / : e

g = “+ - TERRAIN: MOSTLY MOUNTATNOUS,

SLOPING DOWNWARD 0 TRE WEST AND
DOMINATED BY RIVER GORGES (RIONI &
LATANURI)

VINEYARD ELEVATION - VERY HIGH -- 600
10 100M

- CIMATE: COLD AND SNOWY N HIGHER
e LIVATIONSTO NORTH ST, WARMER AND
~ WETTER TOWARDS IMERETL/SAMEGRELD

SOTLS: HEAVY CLAY-LOAM TN LOWER

KEY VARIHHS ISOLIKOURL, FLEVATIONS, MORE MINERAL-RICH IN
WINES o USHAHELOUAL, ORBELURL JALESHL HIGHER FLEVATIONS. AMPLE LIMESTONE.
GEORGIA AEKSANDROULL MUJURETULL

PDOS: TVISHT
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US OFFICE, NATIONAL WINE RGENCY, GEORGIA
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e HIGHT 1 THE MOUNTADS
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JSITSKA 201‘}
TEROLA: TMER

WINEMAKER @OLuUA MAKAF:‘U)Z b
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zU}HAVIN D FARME ) O H%YO VNS (A\/G)"', N
AOUNTAIN (LAY SOLLS o AR

,D STEMMED THEN DIRECT-PRESSED INTD QVEVAT
IMOS ELEVAGE, RACKED TNTO TANK FOR 2MOS BEFORE BOTTLING
NG.SULFR, 1700 BOTTLES PRODUCED
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FOR MORE INFORMATION

VISTT-WINES OF GEORGLA'S HOMEPAGE: WWW WINESGEORGIA.COM

READ ANY OF THESE BOOKS:
- ALTCE FETRING'S TOR THE lOVE OF WINE
- LTSA GRANTK'S RECENTLY PUBLTSHED THE WINES OF GEORGIA

- MIQUEL UDIN ORGIA MUID 10 THE CRADLE OF WINE
- CARLA CAPALBO'S TASTING GEORGIA (ABOUT THE FOOD!)

AND MOST IMPORTANTLY..
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US OFFICE, NATIONAL WINE AGENCY, GEORGIA




